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from the
chairman
One of the true joys of serving with the Land 

Trust is being able to visit the beautiful 
ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÉÅÓ ×Å ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÓÐÒÉÎÇȟ ÍÙ ÅÉÇÈÔȤÙÅÁÒȤÏÌÄ ÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ǢÖÅȤ

year-old daughter accompanied me on a visit to Cedar Falls Farm, one of our 
newest conservation easements in Hart County, Georgia.  The farm’s gracious 
ÌÁÎÄÏ×ÎÅÒ ÓÐÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ǢÅÌÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÅÁÍÓȟ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ 
my kids how he was improving the farm’s wildlife habitat.  His passion for his 
land was contageous and the trip was all my kids could talk about for days.

This passion, it seems, is spreading nationwide, spurred on by an unlikely 
source: new federal legislation which expands the federal tax incentives 
for donated conservation easements.  The Farm Bill (renamed the Food, 
#ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ %ÎÅÒÇÙ !ÃÔ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ǢÎÁÌ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎɊȟ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ -ÁÙȟ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ 
landowners, especially farmers, choose conservation in the face of 

Cover:  Cedar Dunn at 
Cobbham is one of the Land 
Trust’s latest conservation 
projects.  These 407 acres 
of hardwood forest and 
ÏÐÅÎ ǢÅÌÄÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔ 
for wildlife and help purify 
the waters of Germany 
Creek & Clark’s Hill Lake.

    PRIVATE:
	  10.6 acres Richmond County
   164 acres Columbia County
.642 ^`obp J`ArcĘb @lrkqv

   483 acres Hart County
/3/ ^`obp >fhbk,BadbĘbia @qv+

    PUBLIC:
	   720 acres Richmond County
     45 acres Columbia County

  _______________________________

TOTAL PROTECTED:  3,659 acres

protected
land

development pressure.  The 2007 version of these 
incentives helped set land conservation records - 
with over 114,000 acres protected in 2007 in Georgia 
and South Carolina alone.  The continuation of 
these incentives is making for an exciting 2008 and 
beyond.

-Ù ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÄ ÍÅ ÏÎ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ 
adventure this spring - this time to the Land Trust’s 
Graystone property in North Augusta.  During our 
ÔÒÉÐȟ ×Å ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÁÎ ÅÎÄÁÎÇÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÌÄǨÏ×ÅÒȟ Relict 
Trillium, living on the slopes.  This discovery taught 
them a lesson that I knew could only be learned in 
nature’s classroom.  As we look to the future, may 
we be reminded of the wonders and discoveries 
yet to be found in the natural world all around us.  
-ÁÙ ×Å ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÙ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÐÒÅÃÉÏÕÓ 
portions of this world, we are enabling generations 
of future discoveries and 
happy memories.



annual
review

Each year, the Land Trust strives towards 
excellence in the way we manage our 
resources. As a community-sponsored 

organization, we seek to maximize the impact of 
each donor’s support in our day-to-day operations 
and long-term achievement of our mission.

This year, the Land Trust took several leaps 
ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÅǟÏÒÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÌÅÁÐ ÃÁÍÅ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ 
ÂÏÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁǟ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ !ÃÃÒÅÄÉÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
Á ÎÅ× ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÅÒÔÉǢÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
ÓÉÇÎÉǢÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÁÎÄ ÔÒÕÓÔÓ ÍÅÅÔ ÒÉÇÏÒÏÕÓ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ 
of excellence, trust, and permanence.  The Land 
4ÒÕÓÔ ÉÓ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ 
ÐÒÅÓÔÉÇÅÏÕÓ ÃÅÒÔÉǢÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ 
year, we have been reviewing the way we do 
business and have implemented new techniques 
and policies to streamline our operations for 
ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÅǣÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÅǣÃÁÃÙȢ    

The second leap the Land Trust took this 
year was into the realm of owning land in fee 
simple.  Up until 2007, the Land Trust has held 
conservation easements - land agreements that 
permanently restrict activities that degrade 

 2007 Expenditures :: $172,005 

2007 Revenue :: $172,005 *

For a complete copy of our annual 
review, or more information about our 

conservation programs this year,
ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÏÕÒ ÏǣÃÅÓȢ

natural habitats - on lands 
throughout the CSRA.  
However, in 2007 the Trust 
was fortunate to receive 
donations of two tracts of 
land totaling 375 acres.  This 
new ownership has opened 
new doors for achieving our 
mission and has provided us with greater freedom to 
research and learn from the lands we protect.  For 
example, we are currently monitoring a population of 
endangered Relict Trillium ×ÉÌÄǨÏ×ÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
two remarkable properties.

As a whole, this past year has been one of increasing 
preparedness for the future, and great conservation 
success.  We are proud to be partnering with you in the 
pursuit of our mission: preserving our natural landscape 
for the generations.

Ȥ 4ÈÅ ,ÁÎÄ 4ÒÕÓÔ "ÏÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÁǟ

For more information on the Accreditation program, 
or to provide public comment about the Land Trust, 

visit landtrustaccreditation.org

Endangered Relict Trillium
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spotlight:
cedar dunn @ cobbham

It was so quiet I could hear my own heart beating.  
And then the wind began to blow - a cool breeze on 
a hot summer day. “It’s always cooler out here” our 

ÇÕÉÄÅ ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔȢ !ÎÄ ÈÅȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ ǢÅÌÄÓ 
ÏÆ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ -Ã$ÕǣÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÒÅÔÁÉÎ ÌÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÎȭÓ 
rays than city pavement, making for a milder summer 
climate.  

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ) ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ #ÅÄÁÒ $ÕÎÎ ÁÔ #ÏÂÂÈÁÍȟ ) 
not only saw its value, I felt it. The peace and tranquility 
of hundreds of acres of forests, interrupted only by the 
gurgling sounds of Germany Creek, were a welcome 
retreat from my daily grind. As our guide, William 
Wansley, led us through a mature hardwood forest, he 
explained his motivations for preserving his property by 
giving me a history lesson.

The land was once farmed by his great-great-
grandfather, he told me, and had been in his family since 
ΣΪΨΡȢ  /ÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ Ïǟ 

of it grew. And with it, each decendent left his mark 
on the land’s history. As an eighth generation member 
ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ -Ã$ÕǣÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÓ 
the memories of his family and their love for the land 
close to his heart. He wanted to preserve the farm as a 
memorial to them.

“Both my mother and grandmother loved the land,” 
William explained. “But they really missed the many 
people who had lived on the farm and eventually either 
passed away or moved away over the years.” 

!Ó ΤΡΡΩ ×ÁÎÅÄȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÁǟ ÔÏ 
craft a conservation easement that would permanently 
protect his family’s land, ensuring that his would not be 
the last generation to enjoy the beauty of this special 
place.

When I later asked William about the conservation 
process, he told me that “it was a great mechanism for 
ÏÕÒ ÄÕÁÌ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÓÉÇÎÉǢÃÁÎÔ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÍÙ 
family and for preserving our land forever.”

“It has been a pleasure working with the Land Trust 
ÓÔÁǟȟȱ ÈÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ȰÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ 
of a rewarding long-term relationship and that this 
preservation will act as a catalyst and serve as a template 
for similar environmental protection in our area. We 
need many more perpetually protected spaces as the 
CSRA comes under ever-increasing developmental 
pressures.”

“A man does not plant a tree for himself, 
he plants it for posterity.” 

~ Alexander Smith, 1863

want to know more?  
visit csrlt.org and click on “protected places” 

for info on this and other conservation projects.




